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Introdu
To the Members of the McCracken

County Fiscal Court:

Genilemen: In’ endeavoring to
comply with the resolution passed
by you, requesting that I ghould
compile a statement, in a general
way, a8 to the fiscal affairs of the
county, and as to what has been ac-
complished by this administration, 1
fee] that 1 am to be excused for the
apparent lack of details indicated,
because of the limited amount of
time at my disposal. Tn submit-
ting the report, it has been my pur-
pose to be as accurate as to aggre-
gate amounts as the records them-
pelves will show, and a verification
can easily be had by comparison of
statements hereln made with the
records in the varlous departments
referred to.

I feel assured that the reading of
this report will at least afford in-
formation to many whd are not con-
versant with the affairs of the coun-
ty, if, indeed, it does not furnish a
source of satisfaction and pride to
you gentlemen, who compose the
membership of the McCracken fiscal
court. I am not unmindful of the
fact that A public officer Js a com-
mon and ugual target and object of
criticfsm, Subject to the varying
whims and fancles of certain classes
of people, and while 1 know that
this court has not escaped, yet I
feel that the calm and dispassion-
ate judgment of the future will pro-
nounce pleasing criticism upon your

{nistration rather than censure.
e fickleness of popular mind and

clamor will give applause or cen-
sure, just as its immediate needs or
dethands may require. That which
may be a thing of approval today is
as liable to be held reprehensible to-
morrow. Trangient motives for com-
plaint based upon either personal or
political expectations are uncertain
and unreliable guldes or guards for
a* public officér, and commun obser-
vatfon would justifiy that only the
comifig of time will give the real
meed of praise or just disapproval of
tie administration of any officer.
With the acceptance of such as the
proper test, the members of the
court need expect anything except
the applause of the future.
Retrospection,

Before going into the subject mat-
ter proper, it might not be amiss to
réfer to conditions confronting this
court at the time of assuming your
offices and taking charge of the af-
fairs of the county. This should be
permitted for theé reason that the
public should be made acquainted
with the embarrassing obstacles,
necessary to be overcome, before
any attempt at public improvements
could even be made, In 1902, for in-
stance, you found that there was &
deficit in the sinking fund of $60,-
000, that should have been levied
and collectéd as taxes by a preceding
administration for the purpose of
paying the principal and Interest,
gmounting to $500,000, in the form
of raliway bonds. Permit me to
gtate, however, that this deficit was
?m the result of any mishandling of
un

ds collected, but merely the re-
#ult of fallure to levy the necessary
tax to which the county was sacredly
pledged. At the time referred to
not one dollar of the bonded indebt-
edness had been paid. We were re-
guired to pay five per cent interest
n this indebtedness, as well as
lect the fractiopal part of the
w”“:" as required by law. These
6 ftems, alone, necessitated the
collection, anpually as taxes upon
the people of over §40000, and
when raising the additional $60,000
was added it became an apparent
burden, not easily carried or thrown
de. Whatever might have been
ambitions of the court, it was
mandatory upon you that this deficit
be at once removed. You also found
an indebtedness upon the roads of

"\ the county amounting to $39,800,

&\

tracted previous Lo your induc-
n Into office. In addition to the
bove your county court house was
a deplorably delapidated condi-
Hon, not being provided with any of
he ordinary comforts reasonably to
he expected. Its condition was such,
s well as that of the jail, as to ne-
pssitate immediate and exténsive re-
iir, both the court house and jail
ing eye-sores in appearance and
magreement in fact, for many reas-
4 the heating and lightning of
b bulldings being not only unsat-
\ctory but eixceedingly extrava-
. as to cost. The court house

! was used principally as a pas-
for the many cows and horses

Je neighborhood, and was not
an ungainly sight to behold,

In ts unattended condition was
ause of much exceedingly just
‘sm of the people. In addition

1 G no more reprehensible
could have existed

than that which was shown by the

building known
on the Mayfield
with some ten or
heated and lighted,
uge of 30 to 40 ul
mates were huddled
could truthfully ha
that it was a buildh
shine and the 1
through the same
roof No greater
rebuke could have
building with rotter
floors and unplaste
stood as an indictimel
and unkindness to ti poor, against
MeCracken county, Nor was this all
Not one mile of gravel road had ever
been built by the county; not a steel
|bridge had been built for 25 years.
{There was not a bridge, not a cul-
‘\--:1 that was built, unless it was a
wooden one, Im fact, you found
| yourselves burdened with indebted-
iness of over a half-million dollars,
long-neglected publiec buildings, no
home for the poor, dirt roads that
washed away with the coming ol
each year, wooden bridges with an
average life of six years, and
an attempt having been made
substantial improvement, either
to buildings, bridges or roads. Sure-
ly, it was not a condition of affairs
for pleasing contemplation, and, 1
dare say, was one as vou have found
out., not easily remedied o1 changed
' At that time the tax rate, .includ-
ing that for state purpose was
1‘1 42 ppon every hundred dol-
{Jars worth of property of the I
Ity, as well as the poll tax ot

!:llﬁ\(l imposed. The amount ol n
{eollected for county purposes at
time was $100,000, The total valu
ia(iun of property, including frar
!
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average valuation upon farm lands
a8 shown by the books of the as-
gessor during that period averaged
$11.40 upon improved land of the
county, the people of the county pay
ing about two-ninths of taxes while
the remainder was paid by the city
Since that time there has been
advance in valuation, so far as con
cerns farm land, of $260,000, a
shown by the hooks of the as
sessor, while the valuation in (il
city have increased two million and
six hundred thousand dollar
I refer to these matters of taxation
in order to show that then, as now
the county outside of the ciy paid 1
latively a small portion of the tax
generally. It must be equally
patent that while the county outs
of the city pays a small portion
the taxes in comparison to the cit
yet it gets more than two-ninths
the benefits. While of course, the
roads and bridges are a benefit
the city, yet the immediate ben¢
and the constant use of the pu
highways and bridges more dire
is furnished to the county, I

county purposes
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what may appear to be the apparent
inequaligy of burdens of taxation
the citizens of Paducah have given
a most cordial and patriotic support
of the administration as well as the
substantial tax payers of the coun-
ty, who have always appreciated the
taxpaying element of the efty.

Naturally, there has an in-
crease of values assessed
valuation of all pi now !
amounts to fourteen millio
hundred and twenty-three
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spoken of resulted in minimizing th
tax rate as to the various funds and
departments as much as possible, in
order that the sinking fund could be
benefitted thereby During the first
year, nothing was done in the way
of road work except to repair the
dirt roads and bridges, less than ten
thousand dollars being expended in
the year 1903 for road purposes
The county levy was reduced
every effort made looking
economy in order that the sinking
fund could be restored to its leg
stutus, This was done at the end o
two years, without any departmen
seriously suffering, and done, too,
without any raise either as to valu-
ation of porperty or of the tax rate
When once restored, Lhe inking
fund has been vigilantly taken care
of by you and manifestly, handled
with great ability by your commis~
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“How are your bowels? " the doctor al-
ways asks. He knows how important is
the question of constipation. He knows
that inactivity of the liver will often pro-

Bilious?

Doctors all agree that an active liver is posi- duce most disastrous results. We believe

tively essential to hoalth
doctor about Ayer's Pills

'.' 3 . » > " 3
‘:llluzu:r‘t"::.v? Ayer's Pills are the best liver pills you
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The County Cemetery

Only One “BROMO QUININE,” that is

L axative Bromo

Cures a Cold in One Day, Crip

uinine
2 Days

NTUCKY

and EVENING

3:00 to 5:00 7:30 to 10:00
Moving Pictures

and

Illustrated Songs

By M K, . ROCKFPORD,

Special Service for These 5 Days

2 Reels of Pictures 2 9¢ Admission 5¢

AT THE KE

EVERY AFTERNOON

From

TWO NIGHTS, A Special Nights' Engagement

MERODE

Ly rie

Two

ESTELLE

And the Players
In the Musical Playlet

MISTRESS DOROTHY

Produced and Presented under Direc
tioz Willlam Deal

COMMENCING

Thursday

JANUARY

Pictares amnd specinl Vocal Selections
by E. . Rockford,

TWO SHOWS NIGHTIN, 7

PRICES:
of

100
th#

o any part

hotse, 15 and O

ONE NIGHT

Saturday

JANUARY

Paul M. Potter's

Comedy Success

The Girl From
Rector’s

from a sensatic

Greatest

PRICES:
Orchestra.. . 1.O0O, $1.00
Balcony. ..$1, 75¢, He
Gallery....... 20e,
Sale opens Friday 10 a, m,
Phone orvders at 11 a m.
Reservations held until one

hour before curtain,

nal run

’ Direct
3he

of one year at

WEBER'S MUSIC HALL

]' New York




